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for a long time hesitated to measure swords with
Harley and provoke the Queen. In the course
of the summer he told Sarah that he resented his
treatment at the hands of the Whigs and particu-
larly their attacks on his brother George at the
Admiralty. But he found that if he intended to
abide by Godolphin, who managed the war
finances so amiably, he had no choice save to
yield to the Whigs. A threat was now made by
the Whigs to overthrow Godolphin, at the very
time that he was completing die Act of Union
with Scotland, unless they became supreme in the
Cabinet. Harley, seeing which way the wind
blew, prepared on his side to offer the Queen an
alternative centre government of the very kind
that Marlborough had proposed to Shrewsbury.
As to the complex manoeuvres that followed, it is
sufficient to say that Marlborough and Godolphin
offered their resignations, which the stubborn
Queen was actually willing to accept rather than
lose Harley and stomach the Whigs. But Harley,
openly opposed by the hitherto victorious Corn-
mander-in-Chief, was unable to win the support
of the moderate Whigs without whom he could
have no majority in the House of Commons and
he, not the Queen, finally gave way and resigned.
For the next two years a Whig Cabinet, anxious,
like Marlborough, for the completest possible
victory over France and Spain, ruled England.
Marlborough, the ex-Tory, became their servant
and the Queen nursed her imaginary grievances
and bided her time until she could call Harley
back to power.